
EATON COUNTY BOARD OF APPEALS MINUTES

April 11, 2023
Call to Order: Chair Nikki Chmielewski, called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. in the Board of Commissioners Room, Eaton County Courthouse, 1045 Independence Blvd., Charlotte, MI.

Pledge of Flag:
The Pledge of Allegiance was given by all.

Roll Call:
Nikki Chmielewski, Donald Chase, Tim Cattron, and Mark Stahl

Absent: April Stopczynski and Charamy Cleary
Staff Present:
Claudine Williams and Brandy Miller
Agenda Approval: A motion was made by Member Cattron to approve the agenda for the April 11, 2023 meeting.  Member Stahl supported.  Motion carried.
Minutes Approval: A motion was made by Member Cattron to approve the minutes as written from the January 10, 2023 meeting.  Member Stahl supported.  Motion carried. 
Communications: Ms. Williams informed the Board of Appeals they have received a communication from Eaton County Parks requesting a waiver of an application fee.  She suggested adding this for consideration under new business. 
Public Comment: Drew Marks, 11459 Carlton Center Road, Lake Odessa, stated he received his findings of facts that the minutes were just approved for.  Mr. Marks read portions of his finding of facts from his appeals application; he also read Zoning Ordinance Section 6.1.4 Requirements for Building Permits.  He stated the properties were combined, but procedures were not followed.  Mr. Marks stated the cabin accessory building is too big to be an accessory building.  He read Zoning Ordinance Section 7.1.4 A. Uses Permitted by Right; he stated the structure is too big to be an accessory building.  Mr. Marks stated the trailer located on the property was put there as a use by right, but his finding of facts states it was approved by a temporary housing permit.  He stated a temporary housing permit is not needed to place a trailer.  Mr. Marks stated his finding of facts is incorrect and does not follow the Eaton County Zoning Ordinance.
BA-4-23-1: Request by Barbara Moore for a variance from Zoning Ordinance Section 14.1.3.A. Animal Holding Areas for an Agricultural Business, to allow for an addition of a personal use garage on to an existing horse arena located at 3375 S. Royston Road, Sec. 31, Eaton Rapids Township.
Staff Report: Ms. Williams read the staff report into record.  She stated a neighboring property owner came into the office to look at the file, but did not leave a comment.  
Applicants Statement: Ms. Allison Williams stated she is present to represent Ms. Barbara Moore.  She stated she boards her horse at the facility and represents the company constructing the proposed building.  She clarified the garage size is 24’ x 36’.
Member Cattron asked Ms. Allison Williams if the riding arena is used only for riding horses or does it house them also.  Ms. Allison Williams stated the arena is for riding only.  Member Cattron asked if the horses are housed in the stall barn.  Ms. Allison Williams said yes, there and the paddock area located outside to the south of the barn.  Ms. Allison Williams stated the horses come in and out every day.  
Member Chmielewski invited any speaker in favor or opposition to the request to make public comment.
Speakers in favor of the application: None
Speakers in opposed to the application: None
Public hearing closed at 6:18 p.m.
Board of Appeals Discussion/Comments: Member Chmielewski stated it seems like unique circumstances exist.  Member Cattron asked if there is a way to consider the areas within the building as separate.  Ms. Miller stated per the building code, it is one structure.  Ms. Claudine Williams stated, in the past the Planning Commission has considered the animal holding area to be anywhere the animal may be housed.
Member Chmielewski stated it has come up with other variance requests that people should have a place to park indoors.  Member Chase stated the board has discussed it on more than one occasion.  Member Chmielewski pointed out the proposed building is not an excessive size, especially when you look at the direction of variance is needed.  

Member Stahl stated it looks like some thought and planning into orientating the garage.  With the configuration of the house, barn and stall barn, they only other place an attached garage could be constructed is on the front of the building, which is where the drain field is located.  

Member Cattron stated he drives by the property three to four times a week; the proposed garage will not affect the surrounding property owners.  Member Chase stated it is a clean operation.  
Member Stahl moved to approve BA-4-23-1, Barbara Moore for a variance from Zoning Ordinance Section 14.1.3.A. Animal Holding Areas for an Agricultural Business, to allow for an addition of a 24’ x 36’ personal use garage on to an existing horse arena located at 3375 S. Royston Road, Sec. 31, Eaton Rapids Township.  They find that: 
A. There is a practical difficulty in carrying out the strict letter of the ordinance; this is an approved Agricultural Business with regards to the animal holding area requiring a unique set of setbacks.  
B. There is a practical difficulty due to unique circumstances related to this particular property.  Due to the location of the septic and drain field the proposed orientation of the garage on the north wall makes sense and also makes unique.
C. The applicant did not create the problem.

D. Granting the variance will not alter the essential character of the district or neighborhood.
E. The variance in the amount of twenty feet is the minimum amount necessary to overcome the inequity inherent in the particular property.  
Member Chase supported.  A roll call vote was taken with four (4) voting aye and none (0) voting nay. Motion carried.
Old Business: none

New Business: Ms. Williams requested the Board of Appeals take action on the Eaton County Parks Department’s waiver of fee request.  Member Stahl stated he recalls having individuals request a refund, but has not heard of a waiver request, however, he stated he does not have an issue with the request as it seems to stream line the process for the Parks and has minimal impact to staff. 

Member Cattron moved to allow Eaton County Parks Department to pay one application fee for two variance applications due to being heard on the same evening in June and due to the Parks Department budgetary expenses.  
Member Chase supported.  Motion carried.  
Report:  Ms. Williams reminded the Zoning Board of Appeals about the training on Thursday, April 20th.    
Public Comment: none
A motion was made by Member Stahl to adjourn the April 11, 2023 Board of Appeals meeting.  Member Cattron supported.  
Meeting adjourned at 6:36 p.m.
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